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Abstract

The concept of time has been at the center of Iranian thought since ancient
times and, in the works of Persian-speaking poets, has been reflected under
the influence of Zurvanism, accompanied by god-like attributes and actions.
The investigations in this article show that poets have employed conceptual
metaphor mechanisms to arrive at an objective understanding of time. The
conceptual metaphors used in their works correspond to what is today
proposed in the theory of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson. Accordingly,
numerous correspondences have been formed, leading to two mappings:
"time as a human being" and "time is capital.” From these two mappings, two
name-mappings emerge: "time is a human person” and "time is gold."
Furthermore, the concept of time, as reflected in mythological, epic,
philosophical-theological, and lyrical attitudes, appears in the poetry of
Ferdowsi, Naser Khosrow, Khayyam, and Hafez, and constitutes one of the
foundational intellectual frameworks of these attitudes in their works. Each
of these aspects has produced its own specific function (khishkari). Myth and
epic in Ferdowsi's poetry have respectively led to the functions of repetition
and heroism; philosophy in Khayyam's quatrains has chosen the function of
carpe diem and hedonism; Naser Khosrow's theological attitude culminates
in the function of religious struggle, which also relies on rationality and
knowledge, yet is strongly opposed to joy and is grief-oriented. Finally, the
lyrical aspect in Hafez's poetry proposes the function of love.
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