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Abstract

Ancient texts (in verse or prose) and their anecdotes and stories constitute a
vast cultural heritage from which contemporary writers and poets have been
able to draw inspiration to create new literary works. "Barbad and the Death
of Shabdiz" is one such tale that has received attention in contemporary
poetry. This story was absent from official Persian literature over the past
centuries and likely entered Arabic sources from some folk books of the late
Sasanian era. This article, conducted through a library-based and descriptive
method, has endeavored, while briefly introducing the character of Barbad in
ancient texts and analyzing the story of Barbad and the Death of Shabdiz, to
examine the various types of adoptions and adaptations of this story in
contemporary poetry. The findings of the article indicate that the presence of
this story in the poetry of our time has manifested in three ways: faithful
recreation, free adaptation, and allusion-making (talmih-sazi). Poets have
turned to this story for various reasons and motives, such as nationalism,
Romanticism, breaking the limited circle of allusions, emphasizing the value
of music, and hero-making. Hamidi Shirazi and Adib Boroumand have
produced two significant recreations in this area; undoubtedly, drawing upon
old stories will provide grounds for innovation and creativity in both the form
and content of modern poetry.

Keywords: Barbad, Shabdiz, Recreation, Allusion (Talmth), Contemporary
Poetry.
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