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Abstract

The ghazal has always had an indissoluble bond with amatory themes and
romantic concepts, and the motif of love and the ardors of passion have
created the most fervent moments for enthusiasts of this poetic form. Given
the romantic nature of authentic ghazals, the lover and the beloved constitute
the two main and fundamental pillars of such works. The role of one side of
this equation—namely, the lover—is clear and usually corresponds to the
poet's name or the narrator; however, the beloved in the Persian love ghazal
plays a significant and decisive role. In contemporary ghazal, other
manifestations of the beloved appear, such that sometimes there is no trace of
the clichéd image of the beloved as a cypress-statured, bow-browed, faithless
tormentor, and the contemporary poet bestows upon it a fresh and modern
color and flavor. Given the greater social interactions between men and
women in today's society, a sociological reason for the emergence of the new
beloved in the modern ghazal can be envisioned. Alongside all this, the
modernist and altruistic spirit of the contemporary human being also adds to
the cause, and just as we witness such change and evolution in all fields, the
ghazal has not remained exempt from such transformation and has revealed
new horizons to the poetry audience. Qeysar Aminpour has tried his hand at
various poetic forms; however, in this article, the ghazals of this poet have
been studied, and an effort has been made to examine the types of poetic
encounters with the elements of love and the beloved in his ghazal collections.
Furthermore, the evolution of the beloved's character and the development
and shift in the narrator's perspective toward it have been elucidated.
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