Stylistics and the Study of Literary Genres,

Vol 7, No. 1, Spring & Summer 2025

e Stylistics and the Study of Literary Genres

Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz

DOI: https:/ /doi.org/10.22055/JRP.2023.40716.1078

Online ISSN:2676-5772

The Metaphorical Significations of the SKy in Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh
Ali Jebraeeli', Mohsen Pishvaii Alavi?
Abstract

This study examines the metaphor of the sky in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh.
Metaphor is one of the literary devices through which both a poet’s linguistic
competence and his intellectual worldview concerning a particular issue or
concept can be explored. The findings demonstrate that Ferdowsi employs a
wide range of source domains to refer to the sky, reflecting both his creative
linguistic ability and his defamiliarizing poetic style. These metaphorical
expressions also convey various linguistic significations. Some relate to
color, reflecting the traditional belief that the sky could be perceived as green,
black, and other colors. Others concern shape, with the poet placing particular
emphasis on the sky’s spherical form. This emphasis stems from Ferdowsi’s
intellectual perspective, according to which the sky is regarded as the origin
of human destiny, to which all things ultimately return. Another group of
metaphorical significations highlights the notions of covering and vastness,
portraying the sky—and everything it contains—as governing and exercising
dominion over human life. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
and is based on library research.
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Norberg schulz,c (1974). Meaning in western architecture. New York: Rizzoli.



