Stylistics and the Study of Literary Genres.

Vol 7, No. 2, Fall 2025 & Winter 2026

A“ ',‘ Stylistics and the Study of Literary Genres

Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22055/jrp.2023.44622.1105

Online ISSN:2676-5772

Farrokhi Sistani's Use of the Myth of Simorgh and Fereydun
in Praising Mahmoud of Ghaznavi

Hamidreza Ardestani Rostami?

Abstract

In the opening couplet of the ode he composed in praise of Sultan Mahmoud
of Ghaznavi, Farrokhi Sistani speaks of "Mihrgan,” "Simorgh" (a legendary
bird), and its movement: "Mihrgan arrived and Simorgh moved from its
place.” In the seventh couplet of this ode, he considers Simorgh's movement
comparable to that of Mahmoud of Ghaznavi, who has conquered the world.
In the eleventh couplet, he clearly and directly compares Mahmoud to
Simorgh, and the other kings of the world to birds. As we will see from the
sources, Simorgh (to which Mahmoud has been compared) has a close
connection with Fereydun; that is to say, both are related to water and cloud.
Just as Simorgh resides in Alborz, Fereydun also spent a part of his life there.
Both are in opposition to the dragon (the symbol of drought) and are scatterers
of plant seeds. Both are also connected to the sun and are renowned for
healing and removing sorrow. Guidance, knowledge, generosity, shadow-
casting, and uniqueness are among the other shared characteristics of these
two figures. All these characteristics have been attributed to King Mahmoud
in Farrokhi Sistani's divan, and it seems that in this ode, Farrokhi, by
comparing Mahmoud to Simorgh and mentioning Mehregan (which
Fereydun established), intended to attribute all of Fereydun's characteristics
to him. And as he himself says in a couplet, he introduces this powerful
Ghaznavid king as a replacement for Fereydun, who has defeated Zahak-
natured kings and has therefore always honored Mehregan.

Key words: Farrokhi Sistani, Simorgh, Mehregan, Fereydun, Mahmoud-e
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