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Abstract

The analysis of narrative structure constitutes a central methodological
approach in stylistic studies, as it enables scholars to examine the formal
organization of texts and the mechanisms through which meaning is
constructed. Eighteen narratives concerning the figure of Shibli are recounted
in Asrar-nameh,  Elahi-nameh,  Mostbat-nameh,  Manteq  al-Tayr,
and Hadigeh, all of which primarily aim at the instruction and transmission
of ethical concepts. Drawing upon Labov's narrative model, this study
investigates the content layers of these tales through the components of
abstract, orientation, complicating action, evaluation, resolution, and coda. In
addition to outlining Labov's framework for textual structural analysis, the
article proposes a context-sensitive adaptation of the model to account for the
distinctive didactic and hagiographic features of Sufi narratives. The findings
indicate that seven narratives contain an explicit abstract, while eleven lack
this element. The orientation typically establishes encounters between two or
more figures, the occurrence of a specific event, dialogic exchanges, or
situational positioning. Complicating actions frequently emerge through
questions, requests, encounters with extraordinary figures, or notable
behaviors. Evaluation appears in forms such as dialogic interaction, the
witnessing of marvels, statement of a concept, or is occasionally absent.
Resolution and solution; action, expression of a viewpoint, response, or
absence of resolution. Coda; advice, expression of a viewpoint, action or
reaction, or absence of a coda.
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