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Abstract

Every literary work adopts specific modes and forms of expression in keeping with
its governing style. Postmodern works are no exception; indeed, their formal and
material configuration constitutes one of the primary levels of signification and
meaning production. Moreover, the innovative disruptions introduced at the level of
textual surface and expression serve as a key distinguishing feature between
postmodern and non-postmodern texts.The use of visual media—such as
photographs, illustrations, deliberately provocative changes in typeface,
orthographic manipulations of words, and even unconventional punctuation—has
often been dismissed as mere "playfulness.” Consequently, their narrative functions,
effects on the reading process, and contributions to meaning generation have
received insufficient attention. If these visual strategies, despite their ostensibly
playful and defamiliarizing deformation of the text's appearance, do not serve to
articulate an intellectually provocative content, the work loses its literary merit.The
present study examines the visual-iconic dimension of Iran's landmark postmodern
novel, Azadeh Khanom va Nevisande-ash (Azadeh Khanom and Her Author) by
Reza Baraheni, from the perspectives of signification and narrative functionality.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the visual techniques are identified,
interpreted, and classified. They are ultimately categorized into three levels:
editorial, typographic/scribal, and genre interference/hybridization. The analysis
demonstrates that the employment of these visual devices in the novel is neither mere
formal innovation nor mere virtuosity; rather, it functions as an integral, content-
connected strategy for conveying quintessential postmodern significations,
including indeterminacy, the death of the author, polyphony (plurality of voices),
paradox, the disruption of boundaries between reality and fiction, and related
concepts.

Keywords: postmodern fiction, Reza Baraheni, Azddeh Khanom va
Nevisande-ash, visual-iconic level, death of the author
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Once upon a time and a very good time it was there was a moocow
coming down along the road and this moocow that was coming down
along the road met a nicens little boy named baby tuckoo...
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